10 FRANCE UNDER THE REPUBLIC

Francis Charmes was sent to the Palais-Bourbon
with 4,171 votes and to the Luxembourg with
288; Charles Dupuy was made deputy by 10,201
votes and senator by 480.1 The Senate has
been all along an intelligent moderating and
controlling power, often preventing hasty and
unwise legislation. The slow ascent of its mem-
bers from the Chamber of Deputies helps to
create a homogeneity in Parliament which could
not exist otherwise. It tends to eliminate the
former aristocrats and the ultra conservatives on
behalf of more democratic and progressive ele-
ments.

The Chamber of Deputies has often voiced
the political effervescence of the land and re-
flected the spirit of its politicians. It has dema-
gogues, radical demagogues and clerical dema-
gogues, but judged by its best it would still
bear a favourable comparison with any popular
House of Representatives on the Continent. It
suffers unquestionably from the elimination of
its ablest members through their promotion to
the Senate, but the new men are in closer touch
with national feelings, more alert and earnest.
They are less likely to become fossilised. Many
of the disturbances of this house have been due
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